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8 
history has blurred the details, which is 
probably just as well, but, well you can 
see the Air Line did have its drawbacks. 
However, I repeat, find the good system 
that hasn't. 
Now I see I am making a poor transi-
tion. I had intended to work in another 
maxim here, something like, "There is 
nothing new under the sun." You see 
I was thinking of the hats of the present 
agricultural students. When they bloom· 
ed forth on our campus in all their high 
crowned, broad-brimmed grey feltness we 
all burst into comment, agreeable and 
otherwise. Most of us concurred on one 
thing. They were a very novel and quite 
original idea. Novel? Pooh! Original? 
Pooh! Pooh! Why, did you know that 
the junior class of 1890 wore black plug 
hats and the girLJ wore poke bonnets 
with velvet "jaw·s~rings ?" Well, they 
did, got them on the sly and "sprung" 
them en masse on the public at large. 
What do you suppose the public said? 
"A very novel and quite original idea!" 
It is very difficult to go with ease from 
velvet bonnets with "jaw-strings" to 
straw ticks. Fortunutely I am not com· 
pelled to. That is one of the joys of 
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mental rambling. 
But take those straw ticks. Suppose 
my good reader, that you were just taking 
up your abode at Old Main. Your room 
would contain, among other essentials a 
straw tick and an unfiiled one at that. 
If you were a boy, you would take it out 
to the straw pile instituted temporarily 
and · for that express purpose and fill it. 
If you were a girl the janitor would do 
it for you or some charitable boy friend. 
I am told that a new filled straw tick 
rivals the capncwus woman. George 
Frazier of the '84 class reports that they 
were stuffed so tightly as to be nearly 
round. And says he, "The first few nights 
it was a gamble as to how long you could 
hang on the um;er surface." 
And to conclude- one is forced to con· 
elude even ramblings-did I ever tell . 
you about Herman Knapp's "Democrat 
Wagon"? I imagine he votes a split tick-
et now, but there was a time when be 
drove the "Democrat Wagon." This was 
before the days of the "Dinky." Mr. 
Knapp was only a student and much 
shorter in stature than now, he admits. 
As you remember, the winter months were 
the vacation months of the year and stu-
dents energetic or hard pressed financi· 
ally were anxious to get jobs. Mr. Knapp 
being both, contracted to drive the "Dem· 
ocrat Wagon" for the farm department 
and drive it he did thru the winters of 
the years 1880-81 and 1881-82. 
Oh, I see you are eaten alive with curi-
osity about the vehicle. Well it was an 
ordinary express wagon drawn by a horse 
team with two seats and occasionally 
three. Mr. Knapp made two trips a day 
between Ames and the college bringing 
the mail which he left at the five or six 
homes then at the college, and groceries 
for the ·families. Passengers were per-
mittP.rl to make the trip for 10 cents. And 
Mr. Kn~pp did this for two winters re-
ceiving the wage of 50 cents per day. 
"Once in those two winters," says Mr. 
Knapp, "I had to go on horseback." 
This was in 1880-81, for it was a se-
vere winter. Can you picture all of Lin-
coln Way under four feet drifts? Mr. 
Knapp can, and he says that that winter 
from "The Knoll" to where the Acacia 
house now stands, lay a six-foot drift. 
And Mr. Knapp knows for he had to walk 
one time dragging the heavy mail bag 
at his heels. 
Hints for the Spring Wardrobe 
By GRACE L. HEIDBREDER and HELEN BRENNAN 
THE cold blasts of winter winds may 
easily be thought of as heralders of 
spring. To the well-dressed woman the 
signs of spring are a warning to her to 
think of her spring wardrobe. Every 
woman wants to be well dressed, and this 
privilege is becoming more possible every 
day thru the numerous fashion magazines 
and daily papers. The first essential for 
the well-dressed woman is to be appro-
priately dressed and this is really the 
hard part. However, by close observation 
of the current styles with consideration 
of her type and the occasion, a very 
pleasing result may be secured. The real-
ly well-dressed woman takes into consid-
eration every detail of her costume from 
the tip of her head to the soles of her 
shoes. 
The question in every woman's mind 
today is what to wear for spring. What 
is being worn at Palm Beach and Miami 
is a pretty good clue to the question be-
cause fashion is having its spring tryout 
at the southern beaches. 
The general s ilhouette remains about 
the same, but skirts are "going up". 
Paris has been wearing short skirts for 
some time, so skirts, according to Paris, 
will be short, straight and narrow. Ex-
tremely short skirts will not be seen this 
season, but they will be several inches 
shorter than the skirts this winter. 
In all phases of the fashions for spring 
the keynote is simplicity. Stripes are 
seen in profusion going in every direc-
tion. Flannels and mohair are to be pop-
ular for sport materials as are hand-wov-
en Breton wools. For the afternoon 
dress flat crepe and crepe de chine are 
coming back. Colorful leather and · suede 
are used in trimming for the sport cos-
tume. 
Suits for spring will have three-fourth 
length jackets and oh! so very tailored. 
The box coat, mannish style with self-
trimmed collars and cuffs will again be 
worn for sport. The bright colored scarf 
will be the last word to every suit cos-
tume. · The white gardenia is an all im-
portant note in the tailored suit. 
The long loose coat will again be seen 
this spring. Rivaling the long coat is the 
short jacket of suede and leather in 
bright shades trimmed in appliques and 
brass buttons. For the more elaborate 
afternoon wrap heavy satins and crepes 
richly embroidered will be worn. The 
· cape effect is seen on many models. 
There are many hats with high crowns 
and narrow brims. Bright applique is 
good. 
In dresses the lon g slim tunic will be 
much in evidence. Printed crepes are 
seen in many interesting styles. Bright 
colors are running a close second to the 
popular black and white so in vogue this 
winter. Pleated a nd embroidered motifs 
are used in various ways and beads are 
having their usual run of popularity. 
Apron skirt effects will be seen in many 
tailored models. Flannels, mohairs and 
bretons will be usee for the sport cos-
tume. These are trimmed in contrasting 
color, flat leather and suede flowers with 
harmonizing belts. Mandarine effects are 
shown in many knitted models either 
with or without sleeves. 
Now, something to crown milady's head 
-the cloche shapes are predominating. 
There are also many hats with high 
crowns and narrow brims. Flower trim-
ming in the form of appliques is most 
used. Milan hats again hold their place 
in the millinery world, having for their 
trimming, pleating, either of self or con-
trasting colors. Felt hats to match sport 
dresses are often appliqued in contrast-
ing colored leather and suede. 
Lingerie, such an essential, is designed 
to fit the tubelike s ilhouette. Pongee will 
be popular in very tailored models with 
hemstitching as trimming. Voiles and 
cotton charmeuse, a new material, will be 
fashioned in very simple lines. When-
ever possible the underwear is to match 
the costume. Brassieres are being made 
up in very fancy designs of lace and rib-
bons. 
The French cuffed glove will be popular 
and the long glove is heralded as coming 
back into its own. The once popular un-
der the arm bag is back again as an es-
sential detail to the tailored costume. 
However, beaded pouch bags will be seen 
with the less tailored costume. 
To the woman who selects her entire 
spring and summer wardrobe early, the 
(Continued on page 19) 
competition, much of its original impera-
tive force. 
If we are to profit by nature's gifts we 
must use them. The richness of life which 
seems to fill the life of the parent to 
overflowing when he first feels the touch 
of his baby's hands upon his cheek is the 
power, the motive force, which impels 
him to make every sacrifice in the inter-
est of babyhood. Now this energy is 
needed quite as much when this same 
baby has r eached the awkward years, 
when as a general rule, no one loves him 
much but his mother. 
The parent who has allowed the paren-
tal fires to burn low because of the fail-
ure to replenish them with the proper 
fuel-many and varied sought out con-
tacts with the child-will prefer the 
lodge or the bridge-party to the compan-
ionship of his own child, particularly dur-
ing these important years of transition. 
But the one who has kept the fires glow-
ing warmly will, on the contrary, find 
these years the open gate to a still sweet-
er companionship and an even greater 
opportunity. 
"My boy is growing into manhood! He 
will soon be living in my own world, a 
companion in every sense. I must use 
every resource at my command to guide 
him unerringly thru this critical period. 
His interests are calling him forth into 
wider activities; I must have a share in 
them. I must be his right-hand man, 
his closest friend ready to advise him in 
every new experience." 
Such is t he nature of the soliloquy 
which passes thru the mind of the pa-
rent in whom the parental instinct has 
waxed stronger and stronger as the years 
of growth and development have sped by. 
The successful parent is one who has 
studied, in season and out, to keep this 
parental urge very much alive. With 
this vital urge he advances fearlessly and 
hopefully into his task with the deter-
mination to "study to show himself ap-
proved", a parent "that needeth not to be 
ashamed". 
Hints for the Spring 
Wardrobe 
(Continued from page 8) 
summer fabrics are numerous. For aft-
ernoon there are hand-embroidered voiles, 
organdies and chichinette, a sheer fabric 
corded with fine stripes and bars. For 
less dressy occasions hand-blocked 
crepes, English prints, percales, ging-
hams and linens. TherP will be much 
hand-drawn embroidery on the plain col-
ored linens. The popular summer cos-
tume will be made of some member of 
the ratine family. With these will be 
worn matching or contrasting scarfs. 
Homemaker As Citizen 
(Continued from page 10) 
July, 1920. Democratic leaders prom-
ised support. 
February, 1921. Fess-Capper Bill H. R. 
22-S. 416 (revised to overcome a number 
of reasonable objections) was introduced 
in Congress. 
Leaders in Congress assure us that na-
tional legislation for the stimulation of 
Physical education will be enacted in the 
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I Dennison Materials 
for 
CREPE PAPER COSTUMES, 
Weaving with Rope, 
Sealing Wax Art, 
Table Decorations and Party Favors. 
Miss Baker will be with us again the first week in February to 
give instructions in "Dennison Craft." Come and see her. 
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